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The Zoroastrian Society of
British Columbia
6900 Halifax Street
Burnaby, B.C. V5B 2R5
Canada

NEWSLETTER OF

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Community Members,

2011 is swiftly coming to an end, how quickly a year has gone by! The most important
event this year, the 5™ World Zoroastrian Youth Congress which took place in the first
week of July, concluded extremely successfully. We are also very proud to have had
the sedreh pushi (navjote) of two children done at the Dar-e Mehr in May. Several
sessions of seniors were held during this year and many other activities were
conducted. All this is not possible without the dedication and precious time provided
by volunteers. Thank you to all the volunteers.

The Zarathushti New Year beginning March 20, 2012 is the year 3750. The first
Zoroastrian calendar was maintained for 300 years after Zarathushtra brought his
message, but it fell into disuse because of disturbed days that followed the fall of the
Kayanian Dynasty. However, today the Zoroastrians of Iran accept the dates 1767 BCE
as the year of birth, 1738 BCE as the year of His being Chosen to be a Prophet, and
1690 BCE as the year of the passing away of Zarathushtra. More details about
celebrations throughout the year will be published in the next newsletter. For more
details, please visit: www.3750z.com

The Zoroastrian YOUTH of British Columbia has partnered with the City of Vancouver
and PeerNetBC to launch a new program initiative into our youth community. CitizenU
is a nine-month anti-racism, anti-discrimination and community building program for
youth. All youth should take advantage of this unique opportunity, for more details
please contact the Facilitator for this project, Benafsha Kapadia on (604) 346-5467.

Zoroastrian study classes have resumed after summer vacation. All parents of children
between the ages of 5 to 15 are encouraged to enrol their children. To register please
call Sherin Khapoliwala (604) 987-5324.

The 2012 ZSBC Telephone Directory Update Project is in progress. You will receive
calls from volunteers checking about your current contact information and email
addresses to update our upcoming Telephone directory. If you know any new
Zarathushti immigrant friends and family members who are not registered in ZSBC
Telephone Directory, please request them to contact Yasmin Kapadia on 604 439 3066
or yasminkapadia@hotmail.com to be included in the new directory. Please note that
this listing is absolutely free.

Very soon the holiday season will be upon us. On behalf of the Board of Directors, |
take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and enjoyable time with your family and
friends. | wish you a healthy and happy New Year 2012!

Homi ltalia
President
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ZSBC BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONTACT INFORMATION:

Homi Italia President (604) 438-2076
Yasmin Kapadia Secretary (604) 439-3066
Anahita Behmardi-Kalantari Treasurer (604) 771-9721
Kashmira Suraliwalla Seniors & Youth (604) 272-3784
Behramsha Mizan Social Events (604) 270-4077
Zain Mavalvalla Maintenance & Sports (604) 274-4973
Sherin Khapoliwalla Education (604) 987-5324

MEMBERSHIP FEES: ADVERTISING RATES IN NEWSLETTER

Family: Husband and wife, including children under 18 $50 {|| (All advertisements in ZSBC newsletter will be in black and
Senior (65 years and over) $15 || white only)
Full time student (18 years and over and not working) $15 1. Business card size ad in one issue $30

Individuals (18 years and over, even those living with parents) $25 Quarter page size ad in one issue $40

Half page ad in one issue $60
Full page ad in one issue $100
To sponsor an issue and get recognition: $300

Some of our members have still not paid their membership fees
for the current year 2011/12 which was due on March 21, 2011.
You can pay fees by cash, or cheque. You may also contact any of
the Directors, on any issue relating to our Society and convey Your support by advertising in ZSBC newsletter will be
your views to them. highly appreciated.

DONATIONS:

All donations paid to Arbab Rustam Guiv Trust to help with Darbe Mehr's renovation costs are acknowledgeable by Guiv Trust
exclusively. If you have NOT received tax receipt for your donation paid to Guiv Trust, please contact Fariborz Rahnamoon @
604.986-2077 and request one.

ZSBC cannot acknowledge or issue tax receipts for donations made payable to Guiv Trust since the both these are separate

entities with different Constitution/By-laws and tax status. Only donations made payable to ZSBC will be receipted by ZSBC
Treasurer, Anahita Behmardi Kalantari.

2011 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES:

Mehraban & Paridokht Zartoshty Education Fund Scholarship

On October 2, 2011, to celebrate Mehergan and after the death anniversary prayers performed by Mobed Jamshid Jamshidi
for the late Arbab Rustam Guiv, scholarship awards under the Mehraban & Paridokht Zartoshty Education Fund Association
were presented by Bella Tata, Fariborz Rahnamoon and Homi Italia. Directors of this Association are Homa Zartoshty,

Kourosh Mehin, Fariborz Rahnamoon, Bella Tata. Khodadad Lohrasb and Shirin Abadi. Bella gave a short talk on the
scholarships and encouraged students who are in the first or later years of university/college/technical institution to apply next

year by visiting the web site http://www.ancientiran.com. Congratulations to the awardees: Parmis Behmardi,
Benafsha Kapadia and Kayras Irani, whose scholarship presentations were made directly to them or to their family member in
their absence.
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The Zoroastrian Society Of British Columbia Scholarship

ZSBC Directors and members of the Scholarship Committee

(Homi Italia, Bella Tata, Fariborz Rahnamoon, Dinaz Mizan and
Farrokh Namdaran) extend their hearty congratulations to Vista
Namdarian, Xenita Anklesaria, Rozmin Irani, Azita Kermani and Bizhan
Irani for receiving ZSBC's 2011 Scholarship Awards. These are given
out annually to those students who have completed Grade XII

and have not only achieved good marks but also met other criteria laid
down by the Committee. On Sunday, October 16, 2011, the day began
with prayers by Mobeds Firdos Balsara and Arzan Balsara for the
death anniversary of late Jamshed K. Pavri at the Arbab Rustam Guiv
Darbe Mehr, after which the awards were presented followed by a
fantastic presentation on Zoroastrian history by Jehangir Darabna.
Tasty lunch was provided by ZSBC catered by Hutoxi Dadimaster. .

Vista Namdarian, Xenita Anklesaria, Rozmin Irani,

Azita Kermani and Bizhan Iran

PAST EVENTS:

Costume Carnival Dinner and Dance Night: October 29, 2011: A Sold Out Event

“What a spectacular evening!” The evening was magical and mystical. If you were
there you would have been awed at the presentations, innovative decorations,
costumes, appetizing munchies, thirst quenching mocktails, lip smacking food
catered by Cazba Restaurant comprising of Jujeh Soltani, Kashke Badamjan,
Flavoured yogurt, Humous, Pita, Saffron Rice, salad, cheese cake and icecream,
and ofcourse all those peppy costumed guests.

Master of Ceremonies for the evening Benafsha Kapadia, Farzad Kasad and Kayras
Irani conducted the event very professionally. Benafsha, who is also co-ordinating
the Citizen U Program , partnered with City of Vancouver, gave a short
presentation on the program encouraging youth to join this innovative project.

ZSBC subsidies for WZYC were handed out by Shiraz Italia to youth who met the
criteria for the subsidy.

The costume competition was very original, entertaining and extremely creative
with as many as 26 contestants taking part in various age groups. The judges Percy
Bhagat, and Shiraz Italia had a tough job selecting the best participants.

Congratulations to the winners of costume competition under various age groups
in no particular order:
e Jayden Nazir, Natasha Dolasa, Zeenia Choksi,
e Aariyana Daruvala, Jasmine Minwala, Maya Dholoo, Anahita Dadinatha,
e Kazmin Khapoliwala, Yohan Irani, Behroze Mistry, Farzad Kasad, Kayraz
Irani.

Hats off to Kayras Irani and Farzad Kasad for performing an interactive Sagan
Dance and then rap singing “Teach Me How To Kusti” written and performed by
both of them. The crowd roared “Encore” at their performance and that got them
to be the ultimate performers of the evening.

The inspiring talent of our young Zombie DJ Raein Jamshidi left no stone unturned
with his electrifying music mixes to keep the crowd foot tapping and hip rolling all
evening.  ZSBC thanks all the volunteers who worked behind the scenes and
helped make this event a tremendous success.
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ZSBC Annual Sports Day Held At Mahon Park on Sunday September 11, 2011

About 100 community members showed up at Mahon Park to participate in the annual Sport Days held under sunny skies at
Mahon Park, North Vancouver. Games began at 11.00 a.m. and went on till 3.00 p.m. in the evening with prize distribution.
All children under 10 years were given free gifts courtesy of ZSBC just for participating in various events. Lunch was sold at a
very reasonable price consisting of “Flying Wedge” Pizzas, pop, biscuits and chocolates. Fun games like “Tug —of-war” and
“three legged race” got a lot of enthusiastic response from community members. Special recognition was given to Sam Eddie
Madon, a young energetic 4 year old for his enthusiasm in trying to play the men’s Shot Putt event. ZSBC appreciated the
effort of Mehernosh and Sherna Kasad for organizing this event with much enthusiasm and precision. We would also like to
thank all volunteers who made this event a success.

TROPHY WINNERS

1 MILE ROOZBEH MEHRABADI
ALOO BALSARA CUP FOR THE BEST ATHLETE OF THE YEAR SHANIA BAKHTIANI
OUTSTANDING ATHLETE OF THE YEAR ROBIN ASGARI

SAM MADON MEMORIAL TROPHY (JOINT WINNERS) 10-14YRS SHANIA BAKHTIANI & SHAYAN ZOHRABI

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Birth:
Paiti, lovely daughter to Feradoon and Mahzad Irani, on September 20, 2011 in Richmond, BC.

Marriage:
Adrian, son of Farid and Persis Dastur, married Kristy, daughter of Terry and Cheryle Garbutt on 9th October, 2011 in
Coquitlam, B.C.

Condolences:

Coomi Nariman Munshi, age 101 years, mother of Maharukh Hoshang Shroff (Vancouver, BC), grandmother of Farah and
Veeda, great grandmother of Zubin, Arman and Max, passed away on October 30, 2011 in Mumbai, India.

We convey our sincere condolences to the family and friends of the departed. May the departed soul rest in eternal peace.

YOUTH CORNER:

A Message from Raein Jamshidi, President Of Zoroastrian Youth Of British Columbia:

Dear ZYBC youth members,

The ZYBC is committed to holding a variety of events with social, recreational, and education focus to the youth community.
Information about these events will be continually updated using our email list and Facebook. So if you haven’t done so
already, join the ZYBC group on Facebook and register your email address to stay informed. ZYBC is also privileged to partner
up with the City of Vancouver and PeerNetBC to launch a great new program initiative called CitizenU. More information about
CitizenU has also been posted on Facebook. Along with planning events, we are currently working on sourcing a location for
the youth to get together and start preparing for the Zoroastrian Games in Toronto next summer, so stay tuned for more
details!
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The Zoroastrian YOUTH of British Columbia has partnered with the City of Vancouver and PeerNetBC to
launch a new program initiative into our youth community:

ciizenU

NM— is Hhe citizenl) PVOSVM.? Phase I: Receive capacity-building training Ok sounds “ol’ but ng?

workshops at your local host site/organization
about intercultural communications, diversity
and anti-discrimination.

citizenU is a nine-month anti-racism, h
discrimination and community building pro- Throughout the project, you will get to meet
gram. From the beginning, youth have had diverse youth from across the city who also
voice in its development. As participants, you want to reduce discrimination and promote
will enhance your capacity to address these Phase 2: participate in city-wide %ultural, community building. citizenU will support your
issues through community engagement and ; events and projects to help build bridges
leadership development. The program is free between communities.

to all participants, food and bus tickets will
be provided, and school credits are available

intergenerational, and interfaith acti such
as neighbourhood exchanges, com i "
forums, and arts, sports, and recreatio You will gain leadership skills that you can ap-
foroariination: J activities, including the opportunit D ply to your everyday life. learn by action, not
So, how does *WW with other community organizations. by sitting and talking! You will also leave the
" A program with a large network of peers and
— adult allies that you can work with over the
Phase 3: Build your own intereult coming years.
School credits are available for participation,
action team and get training and at the end you’ll receive a certificate as a
funding to create and implé record of your accomplishments.
projects!

The program will take place at different
community organizations around the city
and you will participate through one of
these host sites. Your commitment will be
for about 2 hours a week for 9 months,
which will be divided into three phases:

For more information on the citizenU project contact Program Co-ordinator: Benafsha Kapadia :
Email: benafsha.k@live.com or Phone: 604 346 5467
or visit Website: http://www.vancouveryouth.ca/citizenU

What You Need To Know To Register and Get Involved in citizenU Program:

The citizenU Program is targeted towards youth in Vancouver to help them further develop the skills they need to create a positive
change in our world. The program is geared towards engaging youth between the ages of 15-25 through training workshops, city
wide events and activities, as well as project implementation in the Vancouver community. The program is funded by Citizenship
and Immigration Canada.

The program will take place in three phases over the course of the next nine months. Youth will be required to commit their time
and participate in all three phases. Phase One begins in November 2011 and ends in January 2012. Participating youth will be
expected to attend all of the various activity and workshop sessions that will take place until the end of January 2012. A total
commitment of around 20 hours will be required for Phase One. All sessions are mandatory for attendance so please mark your
calendars for the dates.

All sessions will take place at the Arbab Rustom Guiv Darbe Mehr at 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby, BC unless specified otherwise.
The first session was scheduled for Sunday, November 20" from 1:00pm to 5:30 pm. There will be no sessions taking place during
December, being the holiday season. Please note the following workshop dates for sessions in January, which are subject to
changes:Saturday, January 14", Sunday, January 15", Saturday, January 21%, Sunday, January 22", and Saturday, January 28"
This program is free to all participants who are paid youth members of the Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia. Light
refreshments, training material and supplies will be provided to participants during the workshops. We also have bus tickets

available for those who plan to take transit.

The first session held on Sunday, November 20th from 1:00pm to 5:30 pm was very successful and attended by 25 registered youth.
Benafsha Kapadia facilitated the session with Parmida Behmardi, Kayras Irani and Yohan Irani assisting during the session.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

3750 Zarathushti New Year starting March 20, 2012

As you may already know, the next Persian New Year celebration

; : : B e hilen 4 el ) ok Db s TYONL e b g ol
will mark the 3750th year since Asho Zarathushtra propounded his e s S gl gy e gl TVEAG Claj b Ll o] L

teachings to humanity. The core of his teachings, compiled in the S gl gl g S p et aah g AR RSl )
Gathas, have brought us the earliest encouragements to strive for Gy ki Gl diale bl 31 ) 5 elal e iada ) s
peace, social justice and attainment of righteousness. Aptly, in a RPN TS« PP FE QU Py SR J IR L PR

world currently riddled with so much turmoil, we would like to mark
this great occasion by creating awareness of his teachings. We would
appreciate your advice and input on selecting themes for the
celebrations, conferences, festivals, etc. The 'theme' should help
convey the fact that the ancient teachings of Asho Zarathushtra,

g ) B gl 1y 185 ol sl el e

a3 a2 e iyl A gl e 4S8 cli i A ) Ll i
sodp g fus b gl a2 e SR ) agh K0 il i€ s

despite their chronological age are not only as fresh as the day they o gl b dy el odi gl oy o) g el g 3 s G304 mfi"—”
were delivered by him, but also can be very beneficial in the present Ak
era. In fact we want it to be known that his universal messages can

help heal the world, offer hope to humanity, and bring solace to our S e S i Suilia ol gl 48 ) ) gl ey

world. The three themes we are proposing are as follows:

[N 58 L0t aces edewd uldn i et ol At el
1- How Asho Zarathushtra's teachings can benefit the individual on a PSS jain o A g sl & i pa o)) s 5
personal level and improve his/her life

2- How Asho Zarathushtra's teachings can benefit the community O g1 el o a8 ) dndy i pipe 4 X Lfs aliy)pll gled )
one lives in (neighborhood, city, state, country, etc.) a8 S 18 .,SI‘J
3- How Asho Zarathushtra's teachings can help improve and

maintain the environment (dealing with environmental challenges) $2€ S oy e 3 g 0 2 e 4_',}% sl .533-;-)‘“]

We invite your suggestions for other similar topics or improvement
of the above proposed ideas. Once we gather all input from
individuals such as yourselves, we will announce the final themes
and shall ask scholars and other interested parties to send abstracts
of their articles and papers, so we may consider them as speakers in
the Vancouver conference (details will be announced later).

W il g B AP ek A Gl ) Ll sl Ak B
kol s g

i e slat i il A )
www.37507.com
We will also publish the lectures and articles on our website

(www.3750Z.com ). This site will also contain the details of all il fdaal e
related events.

The XVI NAZC 2012 in New York, USA August2 -5, 2012

The Zoroastrian Association of Greater New York in association with the Iranian Zoroastrian Association takes the pleasure of
inviting you to the XVI North American Zarathushti Congress 2012.

The XVI NAZC 2012 will bring together Zarathushtis of all ages from all over the world, to celebrate our community and explore
Zarathushti Existence in the Contemporary World. The registration for the XVI North American Zarathushti Congress 2012 is
now open!

Please visit http://nazc.zagny.org/registration/ to find out more about the various activities, registration options and pricing.
Registration can be done online and payment made using a credit/debit card. Alternately you can download, print out and fill
the form and mail it to us, together with a check. If you have any questions, please reply to this email or write to
registration@zagny.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

All events are at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby — unless otherwise specified.

VRAHRAUM EEZAD (VERAHRAM ROOZ)

Apart from the events listed below, which are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances, the Darbe Mehr
will be kept open by a group of our members, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Vrahraum Eezad (Verahram Rooz)
which falls on Monday December 5th, 2011, Wednesday January 4th, 2012, Friday February 3, 2012, and Sunday,
March 4, 2012.

ZOROASTRIAN STUDY CLASSES

The Darbe Mehr will be kept open from 11:00am to 1:00 pm on following Sundays: Dec 4 and Dec 18, Jan 8th, 22nd
Feb 5th and 19th, March 4th and 18th. Please note dates may be subject to change. Classes will be conducted in
both English and Farsi. We would like to thank all the teachers and volunteers for their time and support. This is
going to be an educational year with some religious and fun activities for the children. For more details please
contact Sherin Khapoliwala, Director of Education on (604) 987-5324 or sherinyk@shaw.ca.

CitizenU Program (ZYBC in collaboration with City of Vancouver): The first session of this youth based program
was held on Sunday, November 20th from noon to 5:30 pm. There will be no sessions taking place during
December, being the holiday season. Please note the following dates for sessions in January, which are subject to
changes: Saturday, January 14", Sunday, January 15", Saturday, January 21, Sunday, January 22", Saturday,
January 28". For more information on this program, registration and timings confirmation please contact
Benafsha Kapadia at benafsha.k@live.com or (604)346-5467

Sunday, December 4, 2011: 11:00 a.m. Seniors day: For details about this event please contact Seniors Director,
Kashmira Suraliwalla on 604-272-3784.

Saturday, December 17, 2011. 7:00 p.m.: Yalda and Daegan Celebrations: This event will be held at Darbe Mehr:
Please bring food and fruits for this potluck event.

Monday, Dec. 26, 2011. 11.00 a.m.: Death Anniversary of Asho Zarathushtra: Darbe Mehr will be open from 11:00
am to 1:00 pm.

Sunday, January 8, 2012, 11:00 a.m.: Death Anniversary of Madame Morvarid Guiv: Prayers followed by
refreshments. This event is organized by the Trustees of the Arbab Rustam Guiv Trust, Vancouver.

Saturday, January 28, 2012, 6.00 p.m. Jashne Sadeh: One of the great Persian Feast Potluck party. Please bring
enough food for your family and also share with others.

Sunday, February 19, 2012 at 11.00 a.m. Seniors Day: For details about this event please contact Seniors Director,
Kashmira Suraliwalla on 604-272-3784.

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 - at 6.00 p.m. Nourooz Prayers: Nourooz Prayers and get together. Amou Nourooz will
also come to distribute the gifts that the parents have brought, wrapped and placed with their children’s name on
the package. Light refreshments will be served.

Saturday, March 24, 2012 at 6.30 p.m. Nourooz and Asho Zarathushtra's Birthday Celebration: This celebration

will be held Hollyburn Country Club, 950 Cross Creek Road, West Vancouver, BC V7S 2S5 . More details to follow in
email broadcast and next newsletter. Please mark your calendars.
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