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                                     PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Hello everyone: 
 
As this is our last newsletter for 2009, I’d like to thank the many people involved in 
ZSBC affairs and for their help in making 2009 a successful year for our Association. 
 
If it weren’t for the efforts of our members and the services they provide at various levels 
of commitment and interest, this Association could not thrive. To name just two sub-
committees of the Association—the Cemetery Committee and the Telephoning 
Committee—with members helping out when the need arises, is invaluable. Any 
assistance is greatly appreciated by ZSBC directors and members.  So, a big THANK 
YOU goes to all the people for the giving of their valuable time, their dedication, and 
their commitment to the community.  
 
ZSBC always needs volunteers to take on tasks and spearhead projects so if you would 
like to advance a cause or event, please contact any board member and we can go from 
there. 
 
The Winter Olympics are fast approaching and the excitement is catching on for most 
people. Do take time to participate and enjoy this huge event in our very own city. As one 
who volunteered and took in Expo’86, I can vouch for the quality fun events planned all 
over the city during these major events. It will be a proud moment for the Vancouver-
Whistler area and we should not be left out of this celebration in our hometown. 
 
ZSBC’s next huge event will be the 5th World Zoroastrian Youth Congress (WZYC) over 
the 2011 July long weekend, at UBC in Vancouver. Presentations were made by our 
youth at the 4th WZYC in Ballarat, Australia, inviting all Zoroastrian youth to 
Vancouver. The 2011 WZYC preparations are well underway with a committee headed 
by Zain Mavalvalla, ex-president ZYBC. We again urge all our local youth to be involved 
in this Congress’ preparations. Feel free to pass on any ideas you might have—you could 
see them come to fruition! Start talking about it now and invite your family and friends 
over for the event. The Congress promises fun times for all, especially as it is being 
organized by the youth. If there are any services that you or your business can provide, 
please contact the committee. Please check the ZSBC/ZYBC web site regularly for 
updates, and contact Zain (zainmavalvalla@shaw.ca) and volunteer your services. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors I’d like to wish you all a safe, happy, and enjoyable 
holiday season. Our good wishes to all of you for a wonderful, healthy, and prosperous 
2010. 
 
--Kashmira Suraliwalla 
President   
 

�
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ZSBC Board of Directors:  
 
Kashmira Suraliwalla President  (604) 272 3784                 
Jessi Partovi  Secretary  (604) 232 4401 
Farrokh Namdaran Honorary Treasurer (604) 926.9733 
Mehernosh Kasad Youth & Sports  (604) 214 0578 
Farhad Roueintan Socials   (778) 232 4456 
Faramarz Soroushi Maintenance & Seniors (604) 518 0654 
Houman Abtin  Education  (604) 568 9828 
 
List of Donors from October 1 to December 1, 2009: 
  
 Mrs. Pary Kianianfard in loving memory of her late husband, Dr. Bahram Kianianfard $ 2,000 
         Manouchehr & Shirin Mehin         184 
          Roshan & Ramesh Maniar 101   
          Ardeshir & Roda Elavia 101   
          Noshir & Dinaz Divecha 100   
          Annonymous Couple 100   
          Jehangir & Rita Parakh   65   
          Sharokh & Yasmin Kapadia   60   
          Eddie & Nazneen Parakh       55   
          Neville & Mehernaz Parakh   55   
          Rostam & Behin Yazdani   54   
          Nerges Kooka   51   
         Benafsha Kapadia   50   
         Zenobia Turnbull   50   
         Rumi & Behroze Mistry   30    
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES:  
Family: Husband and wife, including children under 18            $50 
Senior (65 years and over)                                                           $15 
Full time student                                                                          $15 
Individuals (18 years and over, even those living with parents) $25 
Some of our members have still not paid their membership fees for the current year 2009/10 which was due on 
March 21, 2010. You can pay fees by cash, or cheque. You may also contact any of the Directors, on any issue 
relating to our Society and convey your views to them. 
 
ADVERTISING RATES IN THE ZSBC NEWSLETTER:  
(All advertisements in black and white only) 
Business card size ad in one issue $30 
Quarter page size ad in one issue $40 
Half page ad in one issue $60 
Full page ad in one issue $100 
To sponsor an issue and get recognition: $300 
 
ZSBC would like to appreciate the efforts of Sam Behramfram in producing the entire drama of "The birth of a Nation" 
on DVD. This drama was performed at Cheers restaurant last August during the Pateti function. Copies of the DVD are 
available from Secretary Jessi Partovi at a nominal charge of $10. All proceeds from the sale of DVD's go to ZSBC. 
 

 
NAVJOTE CEREMONY:                                                                                                                                  
 
Navjote ceremony of Anaita daughter of Zarine and Zarir Dadinatha on October 10th 2009 at the Executive Plaza 
Hotel, Richmond B.C. 

 
Do you want to advertise in ZSBC Newsletters?  
 You can also visit www.zsbc.org  for updated 

details and rates. 
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CONDOLENCES: 
 
Morvarid (Zartoshty) Yeganegi, 81 years, mother of Bahram Yeganegi and Rostam Yeganegi, passed away at St. 
Paul’s Hospital.  
 
Mehroo Bacha 83 years, mother of Percy and Syrus Bacha passed away on September 30th 2009 
 
ZSBC would like to apologize for the incorrect information that was published in the last newsletter regarding the 
demise of Keki Sorabji Sethna,  76 years, in Mumbai, India, on July 3, 2009;  husband of Havovi, father of  Sharookh 
Daroowala (wife - Rukhshana) of North Vancouver, Shanaz Jal and Dilnaz Anklesaria, and grandfather of Shermeen, 
Hormuzd, Xerxes, Rohaan and Rishad.  
The corrected information is as follows: JEMI DAROOWALA of Mumbai, (89 years), husband of Kumi 
Daroowala, father of Sharookh & Rukhshana Daroowala of Vancouver and Shaanaz Jal & Dilnaz Anklesaria of 
Mumbai, grandfather to Shermeen, Hormuz, Rohaan, Rishad & Xerxes. ZSBC regrets any hurt sentiments this error 
may have caused to the family. 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS: 
ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA ANNUAL SCHO LARSHIP AWARD:  

ZSBC Directors and members of the Scholarship Committee extend their hearty congratulations to Amanda 
Khorsandi, Zorast Gustavsp, Benafsha Kapadia, Ava Titina and Jasper Shastri who qualified for ZSBC's 2009 
Scholarship Awards. These are given out annually to those students who have completed Grade XII and have not only 
achieved good marks but also met other criteria laid down by the Scholarship Committee comprising of  Dinaz Mizan, 
Bella Tata, Farrokh Namdaran, Homi Italia and Fariborz Rahnamoon. The scholarships were awarded to the students 
or their parents in their absence, on Sunday, October 11, 2009 during the death anniversary gathering of the late 
Jamshed K. Pavri at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr.                                                                                          
 

MEHRABAN & PARIDOKHT ZARTOSHTY EDUCATION FUND SCHOL ARSHIP:                           

On October 4, after the death anniversary prayers for the late Arbab Rustam Guiv, scholarship awards under the 
Mehraban & Paridokht Zartoshty Education Fund Association were presented.  Directors of this fund are Homa 
Zartoshty, Kourosh Mehin, Fariborz Rahnamoon, Bella Tata and Khodadad Lohrasb.  Fariborz encouraged students to 
apply for scholarships next year by visiting the web site http://www.ancientiran.com.  Congratulations to the 
awardees:  Bahman Sotoodian, Shiraz Italia and Sheroy Mistry, whose scholarship presentations were made 
directly to them or to a family member in the absence of Sheroy, by Kourosh Mehin, Noshir Balsara and Kashmira 
Suraliwalla respectively.  
 

Past Events: 

Sports Day at Mahon Park: 
 
About 75 community members showed up at Mahon Park to participate in the annual Sport Days held under sunny 
skies at Mahon Park, North Vancouver.  Particularly gratifying was to see a lot of Farsi speaking families who came 
down with their children.  Games began at 11.00 a.m. and went on till 4.00 p.m. in the evening with prize distribution.  
Lunch was sold at a very reasonable price consisting of Pizzas, chips, pop, water, juices and falooda.  
Prizes were distributed by many attending dignitaries and volunteers.  Fun games like “Tug –of-war” and “three legged 
race” got a lot of enthusiastic response from community members. All children under 10 years were given free gifts 
courtesy of ZSBC and its very generous sponsors just for participating in various events. 
The Bomanbehram family swept all the trophies this year as under:- 
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TROPHY WINNERS:- 
 
1 MILE       ARZAN BOMANBEHRAM 
BEST ATHLETE 10-14 YRS:    SHAVIR BOMANBEHRAM 
BEST ALL ROUND ATHLETE: SHAVIR BOMANBEHRAM and SHAHRUKH BOMANBEHRAM 
ZSBC thanks:- 
1.  Hootoxi & Jehangir Shroff of Oxford Learning Centre for their donation of $200.00 
2.  Khursheed & Sam Behramfram for gifts. 
3.  Eric & Prochee Doctor for gift certificates.  
4.  Shirin & Yazdi Khapoliwala for making the ZSBC Event Poster Board. 
5.  Dinaz & Behramsha Mizan in organizing and printing of Certificates. 
6.  Jasmine Vesuna for making falooda. 
7.  Percy & Meher Bhagat for donating pizzas. 
8.  Yasmin & Sharook Kapadia for gifts and making tea. 
9.  Farrah & Yezdi Daruvala for getting discounted gifts at Staples. 
10. Neville Dhollo for being our official photographer. 
11. All volunteers who helped in organizing the games. 
 
Seniors Picnic:  

This year's seniors' picnic was held at Deer Lake Park in Burnaby on Sunday September 20th. It was a beautiful day 
with perfect weather and about 20 seniors came out to the picnic which went from around 11 am to 4 pm. Sandwiches 
were served for lunch. There was also tea, juices, fruit, cookies, etc. Seniors participated in a number of fun games and 
activities and were awarded prizes. ZSBC would like to thank Homi and Koomi Italia, as well as Sharook and Yasmin 
Kapadia for their generous help with this event. We would also like to thank Yazdi Khapoliwala for donating several 
of the prizes. 

A Trip to Canada Post:  
 
On October 25th, around 30 children and adults embarked on an exciting field trip to the Canada Post post office in 
downtown Vancouver. We were given a one hour tour of the facility, and shown how it runs. It was very interesting to 
learn about the sorting machines and how they work. Even though the technology is over 50 years old, it is still current, 
which is quite amazing! Orientation was presented to all, on how the mail moves from the time a letter is deposited in 
the mail box till the time it is actually received by the destination address. An hour later all present were excited at the 
prospect of being able to have seen man and machine work in tandem and were awed by the fact how these machines 
actually could read all hand written addresses and mailings. We were also shown what sort of processes Canada 
Customs uses to find illegal substances that come through the mail. Overall it was a wonderful experience. Thanks to 
Jessi for organizing this field trip. Children also got a chance to send their letters to Santa with their wishes.     

                                                         

USEFUL INFO:                                                                                                                              

The ZSBC Board of Directors would like to inform all community members it has in its possession a wheel chair 
which can be available to all members in their times of need. The chair has been graciously donated to the ZSBC by 
Percy Bacha in memory of Late Mehroo Bacha. The same will be in possession of the ZSBC for approximately 3 
months and if the same is not utilised it will then be donated to the Red Cross.  
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Pictures from Past Events:                                                                                                            
Sports Day at the Mahon Park:  

       

Seniors Picnic and the Deer Lake Park (Burnaby):      

      

Scholarships Recipients: 

       
 

For more Pictures and info on the above events please visit us at www.zsbc.org.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS:                                                                                                                 

All events are at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby – unless otherwise specified. 
Apart from the events listed below, which are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances, the Darbe Mehr will 
be kept open by a group of our members, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Vrahraum Eezad (Verahram Rooz) which 
falls on: Saturday, December 5th, 2009. January 4th, February 3rd and March 5th 2010. 

Sunday Zoroastrian Classes: Will be held on Dec.6, Jan.10, 24 and Feb. 7 and 21 starting at 11am in Darbe Mehr.  
Classes will be conducted in both English and Farsi. Some Sundays we will start the day by playing table tennis. We 
would like to thank our volunteers Shiraz Italia, Khorshid Rashidi, Benefsha Kapadia, Rashin Mandegarian, Kaynaaz 
Dholoo and Jehangir Darabna.  We will start organizing an event for children to perform during the NouRooz 
celebrations in March, we recommend your children to attend these classes should they wish to volunteer to perform 
during the NoRooz ceremony. This is going to be an educational year with some sport involvements. 
 
Sunday December 20, 2009. 7:00 p.m.: Yalda Event: To be held at the Darbe Mehr. 
 
Saturday, Dec. 26, 2009. 12:00 Noon: – Death Anniversary of Asho Zarathushtra: Prayers followed by 
refreshments. 
 
Sunday, January 10, 2010, 11:00 a.m. – Death Anniversary of Madame Morvarid Guiv: Prayers followed by 
refreshments. Function organized by the Trustees of the Arbab Rustam Guiv Trust, Vancouver. 
 
Saturday, January 30, 2010, 7.00 p.m. – Jashne Sadeh: One of the great Persian Feast Potluck party. Please bring 
enough food for your family and also share with others. 
 
Saturday, March 27, 2010, 6:00 p.m. to midnight NouRooz Celebration: NouRooz Celebration is going to be held 
at "The Empire Landmark Hotel" on Robson Street. We have changed our Venue which comes with their famous West 
Coast Buffet Dinner & Entertainment. 240 tickets will go on sale on March 7th, 2010 on a "first come, first served" 
basis. So mark your 2010 calendar to buy tickets on March 7th. Details of ticket sellers and prices will get published in 
ZSBC's next newsletter. 
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THE ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby, B.C.  V5B 2R5 

 
DIRECTORY CENSUS FORM 

(Record of family members in each household: please type or print)  
 
(Mr./Mrs./Ms./Miss) 
 
     Last name  First name      Middle name 
 
Profession/Place of work (if applicable): ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse’s first name: ________________________ Spouse’s profession: __________________________________ 
 
** Spouse’s full name as preferred to appear in the next directory: _________________________________________ 
 
House/Apartment address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Telephone No:______________________    E-mail address: ____________________________________________ 
 

DEPENDENT CHILDREN AND/OR RELATIVES LIVING IN HOUSE HOLD 

# Mr./Mrs/Ms./Miss  Name Relationship Age (Years) School/College/University/Profession 

      

      

      

      

      

 
1 

Example 
Mr. 

Shahriar 
 

Son 21  Student - Year 3 at UBC 

 
When did you settle in B.C.?__________ Which city/country did you immigrate from? _____________________ 
 
Please let us know if there is any voluntary service you can provide to your fellow Zarthushtis/others:      ______ 
  
 
Comments/suggestions, etc.  (Attach a separate sheet, if necessary):   _______________________________________ 
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Important notes:  
**  We recognize that many married women retain their legal maiden last name and, therefore, we are asking that 

their preference be indicated only if their legal last name is not the same as that of their spouse. 
Please fill up this form as soon as possible and to the best of your ability, with information you are comfortable 
sharing with ZSBC.  The Society needs this not only to prepare a new Directory, but to understand the needs of our 
own community by having an idea of the various age groups.  Return the form to ZSBC at the above address, or 
through a Director, committee member or acquaintance/friend. 
 
 
Date:____________________     Signature:___________________________ 


