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                                     PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
I hope you have had a good summer with your family and friends. As I write this 
message, summer is coming to an end and children are heading back to school. What an 
exciting time of the year—new classes, new friends, and a lot of other new things to 
start off the year. Good luck in your pursuits, and a happy school year to all.  
 
My space this time is dedicated to volunteers whom I thank for making the work of 
ZSBC possible. Volunteering takes hours of dedication and resources and my thanks to 
each and every one of you for your commitment of time and resources over the years. 
Volunteering never turns out quite the way one expects, and that is a good part of what 
makes it interesting. However, one can certainly learn useful things and hone useful 
skills from volunteer jobs, often more than one could at a regular, routine job. The 
following tribute by Hugh Macdonald came in my copy of the Westcoast Editor (May 
2009), and I had stashed it away waiting for the perfect time to use it: 
 
Doggerel Ode to Volunteers 
I sing in praise of volunteers, 
Submerged in work to their ears: 
Who, when their tasks are nicely done, 
Discover yet another one. 
And so it goes from job to job 
Until their brains begin to throb. 
And yet they carry on and on 
Until the final task is gone. 
And then appears a brand new chore, 
And so they rise and work some more. 
So raise a glass, and drink a toast 
To those to whom we owe the most. 
 
I have seen volunteerism and the willingness to work together at its best at ZSBC over 
the past few months. The Arbab Rustam Guiv Trustees and ZSBC Board members have 
had joint meetings, resulting in joint goals and joint commitments; adult and youth 
volunteers have come together to plan for Youth World Congress in 2011 to be held in 
Vancouver, community members have participated and donated resources as never 
before over the 5 days of Gatha prayers; actors have dedicated their time and efforts in 
putting together a play for ZSBC’s 22nd August function; individuals have stepped 
forward volunteering to write and submit grant proposals, and help with accounting—
this indeed is heartening, and speaks volumes for our community. Let’s keep up the 
good work within our community and in the community at large. 
 
Lastly, everyone don’t forget to wash your hands frequently and remember the health 
department’s warnings as it is believed that the H1N1 virus is scheduled to make an 
appearance with a vengeance back in the fall. Take care, and stay safe and healthy.  
 
Kashmira Suraliwalla 
ZSBC President. 
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ZSBC Board of Directors:  
 
Kashmira Suraliwalla President  (604) 272 3784                 
Jessi Partovi  Secretary  (604) 232 4401 
Farrokh Namdaran Honorary Treasurer (604) 926.9733 
Mehernosh Kasad Youth & Sports  (604) 214 0578 
Farhad Roueintan Socials   (778) 232 4456 
Faramarz Soroushi Maintenance & Seniors (604) 518 0654 
Houman Abtin  Education  (604) 568 9828 
 
List of Donors from June 1 to Sept.1, 2009: 
  
Mehernosh & Roxana Khushrushai $31 
Anonymous Donor   $50 
Jehan Lalkaka    $50 
Malcolm Lalkaka   $50 
Ruzbeh & Niloufer Lalkaka.  $100 
Rumi & Sanober Shroff   $100 
Sam & Khursheed Behramfram  $100 
Hormazd & Binaifer Dolasa.              $101 
Behram & Ruby Driver   $101 
Meher & Deepak Jayakar.  $101 
Perviz Madon    $101 
Manouchehr & Shirin Mehin (2 chqs)     $134 
Hoshang & Mahrukh Shroff (2 chqs)      $200 
Piroj Amrolia.                 $500 
Rustam Patel    $985 
  
All donations paid to Arbab Rustam Guiv Trust to help with Darb-e Mehr's renovation costs are 
acknowledgeable by Guiv Trust exclusively. If you have NOT received tax receipt for your donation paid to 
Guiv Trust, please contact Fariborz Rahnamoon @ 604.986-2077 and request one.  

ZSBC can not acknowledge or issue tax receipts for donations made payable to Guiv Trust since the 
2 are separate entities with different Constitution/By-laws and tax status. Only donations made payable to 
ZSBC for any purpose and given to ZSBC's Honorary Treasurer, Farrokh Namdaran, will receive tax 
receipts from ZSBC. 

 

 
MARRIAGES:                                                                                                                                 
Ardeshir Yeganegi and Mandana Tehrani, children of Parviz & Pari Yeganegi (Vancouver) and Mr. & Mrs. 
Mohammad Tehrani, on Friday, June 19, 2009, in Vancouver. 
 
Phiroozeh Petigara and Hormazd Romer, children of Shahrukh & Perveen Petigara (North Vancouver) and Kiumars 
& Freny Romer, on Saturday, July 11, 2009, in Vancouver. 
  
Rayoumand Namdarian and Agatha Peters, children of Iraj & Minoo Namdarian and Dave & Tina Peters, on Friday, 
July 17, 2009, in Port Moody. 
 
 
CONDOLENCES:  
Keki Sorabji Sethna,  76 years, in Mumbai, India, on July 3, 2009;  husband of Havovi, father of  Sharookh 
Daroowala (wife - Rukhshana) of North Vancouver, Shanaz Jal and Dilnaz Anklesaria, and grandfather of Shermeen, 
Hormuzd, Xerxes, Rohaan and Rishad. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS: 

THE ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA:  

The Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia (ZSBC) has, for over a decade, been awarding scholarships to 
members’ children who have completed their Higher Secondary School examination. These are based on merit, 
community involvement and service, etc., and are available for continuation of post-secondary studies in a college, 
university or technical institution. The ZSBC scholarships will be available soon after passing Grade XII with no less 
than 71% marks to be eligible for consideration. The closing date for applications is September 20, 2009. You are 
advised to look at the www.zsbc.org web site for the application form with criteria, or contact Homi Italia, Dinaz 
Mizan, Bella Tata, Fariborz Rahnamoon or Farrokh Namdaran, whose phone numbers are in the ZSBC 2008 
directory. 
���������	
���

	����������  
 

MEHRABAN & PARIDOKHT ZARTOSHTY EDUCATION FUND SCHOL ARSHIP:                           

In harmony with the ZSBC scholarships, these scholarships are offered to those who are going to pursue their 
education in the second or subsequent year in a college, university or technical institution in Canada or the United 
States of America. Scholarships under this fund are based on merit, community involvement and service, financial 
need, etc. The closing date for applications is September 20, 2009. You are advised to look at the 
www.ancientiran.com website for the criteria and application form, plus other details.  

Meanwhile, for ease of decision-making, the eligibility criteria are:  

1. Zarathushti students who are legal permanent residents of British Columbia, and are enrolled to study in the 
second or subsequent year in a technical institution, college or university in Canada or the United States.                                                           

2. Zarathushti students who are not permanent residents of British Columbia but have enrolled to study for the 
second or subsequent year in a technical institution, college or university in British Columbia. 

3. First time applicants shall receive priority over applicants who have in previous years received a scholarship 
from this Association.  

����������	������� �
��������������	����������������������	�������� ���� 	��	��  

 

Past Events: 

Pateti Function: 
 
The Pateti and Khordadsal function was held at the Cheers Banquet hall, North Vancouver. The first guests started 
arriving at 6:30 pm and by 7:30 there were more than 150 guests. Dinner was served at 8:00 pm and consisted of 
shrimps salmon, roast beef, crab meat amongst other items. Right after dinner all guests were treated to a comedy 
Play “The Birth of a Nation” written and directed by Yazdi Khapoliwala produced by Mehernosh Kasad. The play 
lasted an hour and enthralled one and all present. Mr. Sam Behramfaram was the official camera man, and ZSBC 
will be selling the DVD’s of the play to anyone interested in purchasing them. All proceeds will go towards the 
upkeep and maintenance of the Darbe Mehr. Raffles were done immediately after and prizes ranging from pens, to 
massagers were won by the guests. The last hour the guests danced themselves to the beats and rhythms of the 
resident DJ Jessi Partovi. The evening finally came to an end shortly after midnight. 
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Past Events (Cont.): 

GATHAS 2009—AUGUST 14-18, 2009: 
 
Our 4th Annual Gatha Prayers (Shahenshai calendar) were made possible thanks to our local mobeds Ervad Adil 
Antia, Ervad, Firdosh Balsara, Ervad Arzan Balsara, and Ervad Jamshed Kutar. A big THANK YOU  to all of you 
from ZSBC, for so willingly pitching in to make this event possible. We are truly grateful for the services you render 
to the community. Also, a big thank you goes out to everyone who helped cook and serve the meals—a huge 
undertaking and to the kitchen and clean-up crew who worked hard day-after-day in the basement so everything 
above ground could run smoothly. This year, we had 37 paid-for vases, and many new generous donors come 
onboard. The daily presentations by the youth were appreciated by the congregation, and the prayer hall looked 
beautiful with the careful tending of the flowers daily. Arrangements for the daily prayers were done with great care 
by volunteers truly making this a community event. We hope to repeat this popular and successful prayer-event next 
year. Gathas 2009 photos have been uploaded to our web site, www.zsbc.org. If anyone wants to volunteer with 
cooking for the Gathas, or wants to help in the planning and coordinating of this event, please contact Kashmira 
Suraliwalla at 604 272-3784. 
 

WALK FOR RENOVATION OF DAR E MEHR:                                                                                                    

We would like to thank all our community members and the volunteers for their support. The WALK FOR 
RENOVATION OF DAR E MEHR at the Deer Lake was a great success. We collected a total of 6331 dollars. We 
also thank ZSBC for its ten thousand dollars contribution towards the renovation. The total cost will be about 25,000. 
We hope to complete a major portion of it before the Muktad prayers. Any further contributions are welcome. Please 
write your cheque in the name of “ARBAB RUSTAM GUIV DAR E MEHR”. We are also collecting fund for a 
New Dar E Mehr. If you wish to contribute towards that fund in the memo section of your cheque please write “for 
New Dar E Mehr”. A tax deductible receipt will be issued for all contributions. Thank you all once again. 

Trustees Arbab Rostam Guiv Dar E Mehr 

 

USEFUL INFO:  

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PAIDAST DETAILS ON INTERNET:                                                                                      �

The Board of Trustees of Bombay Parsi Punchayet hereby announces that effective from July 4, 2009 (Shehansahi 
Roj Behram, Mah Bahman) all deaths of Parsi / Irani Zoroastrians consigned at Doongerwadi are available on the 
Interneton the Net address bpppaidast.in                                                                                                                         
This will include information of the name of the deceased and the place, date and time of demise, as also the address 
of the deceased and the names of close relatives of the deceased. This will also· include information about Paidast 
ceremony and Uthamna ceremony and its place, date and time. 
On a daily basis this announcement would be updated twice in a day so that all deaths will be available on the Net to 
Parsi / Irani Zoroastrians spread all over the world for the bodies consigned or to be consigned at Tower of Silence, 
Mumbai. This facility is for the prompt information to all concerned. All community members can avail this facility 
by logging on to the above Net address. 

INTERFAITH  EVENT: �
��
"Pre-Parliament Event" of the "Parliament of the World's Religions" 
The Global Clergy Association of Canada, along with other religions and interfaith organizations of Greater 
Vancouver, is hosting a Pre-Parliament Event on Saturday, September 12, 2009 at St. Michael Anglican Church, 
12996 - 60th Av., Surrey from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
This is organised in association with the Council of Parliament of World's Religions, Chicago, USA. 
The theme of event on Sept. 12, 2009 is "Common good and wellbeing for all" 
Those who wish to attend, please contact Homi 604 438 2076, only limited space is available.                                                                                
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Youth Corner:  
 

Bi WEEKLY MOVIE NIGHTS:                                                                                          

The Zoroastrian Youth of BC, (ZYBC), would like to invite all the members of our community to the bi-weekly 
movie night gatherings which are held at our Darbe 25Mehr. The event is organized to be commenced at 8:30 P.M. 
on Friday afternoons. So please come on time. Beside the entertainment, we also serve snack, but you are more than 
welcome to bring your own appetizer as well. For choice of movies please visit www.zyouth.org a week prior to each 
movie night, as a poll regarding that week's movie night can be found there (right sidebar of the site).                 
Through our consistent events, we are aiming at not only to spend some time watching a movie but also to get to 
know each other after the movies and better establish our future agenda. By hearing your voice, realizing your 
desires, we obtain a better perception regarding the necessities of our community and we will organize our future 
events accordingly. You can always learn more about our future events by visiting our website 
at www.zyouth.org and through registering your email in our website, we will send you reminder emails about our 
events. We would like to thank all those, who through their participations showed a great deal of support for us and 
have provided us with novel ideas of how to better serve our community." 

The Zoroastrian Youth of British Columbia (ZYBC):  

Zoroastrian youth of BC is hoping for a dynamic and lively next generation of Zoroastrians. Reaching this goal, 
Zoroastrian youth of BC (or simply Zyouth) has held various events to gather Zoroastrian youths together. Zyouth is 
holding “Movie Nights” as a biweekly event. The “Movie Night” events began since first days of year 2009. 
Attendance for the movie nights was great and they regularly are being held every other week at Darbe Mehr. 
Besides the  “Movie Nights”, Zyouth has been holding Tirgan and Ordibeheshtgan celebrations. Celebrating Tirgan 
(which was exactly on the Canada day, July 1st), Zoroastrian Youths splashed lots of water in the beautiful Cultus 
lake water park. Two months prior to that, celebrating Ordibeheshtgan (celebrating end of classes as well), Zyouth 
held a Party at Darb e Mehr featuring DJ Pouya. 
Zoroastrian Youth invites all of Zoroastrian community to participate in our biweekly “Movie Night”s. Other than 
enjoying the film, you could use the Darbe Mehr facilities for prayer. The biweekly “Movie Nights” are held each 
Friday from 8:30 and it usually takes 2 and a half hours. Zyouth is trying to promote Zoroastrian events to their 
highest power and welcomes any suggestions and/or critics. In our agenda for future events, Back to school party 
(Celebrating Mehregan as well) and also weekly (or biweekly) sport events for Zoroastrians are of the highest 
priority. For our future events please visit us at http://www.zyouth.org. You may also contact us using 
info@zyouth.org email address. 
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Pictures from Past Functions: 

Gatha Prayers at the Darbe Mehr:  

 

         

     

Pateti Function at the Cheers Restaurant:      

      

 
 
 

For more Pictures please visit the ZSBC website. Also if you would like a DVD of the Pateti Function 
please contact the the Youth and Seniors Director Mehernosh Kasad. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:                                                                                                                 

All events are at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby – unless otherwise specified.  

Apart from the events listed below, which are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances, the Darbe Mehr 
will be kept open by a group of our members, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Vrahraum Eezad (Verahram Rooz) 
which falls on: Sunday September 6th 2009, Tuesday October 6th 2009, Thursday November 5th 2009, December 5th 
2009, and January 4th 2010. 

Avesta Classes: (in future to be called the Sunday Zoroastrian Classes).The Darbe Mehr will be kept open from 
11:00am to 1:00 pm on Sundays when religious & Farsi classes will be held. The following are the dates for Avesta 
classes: September 20th, October 4th and 25th, November 8th and 22nd, and December 6th 2009. Please note dates may 
be subject to change. Registration may be done during the sport day on September 13th or first day of the classes in 
Darbe Mehr on Septermber 20th by contacting Houman Abtin or Shiraz Italia. There is a $5 registration fee per child. 
In the first day of classes at Darbe Mehr a free T shirt with Faravahar logo will be given to the children. Classes will 
be conducted under the guidance of our professional teachers Shiraz Italia in English and Khorshid Rashidi in 
Farsi. Further we like to thank Kaynaaz Dholloo and Jehangir Darabna for their volunteer work. 
Our Education Director, Houman Abtin promises this year to be "exciting and educational" year for the children.  
Children are the future of our community 

Sunday, September 13, 2009, 10.00 a.m.—Annual Sports Day: at Mahon Park, 16
th 

Street & Jones Avenue, 
North Vancouver. All are welcome to attend. There will be various events for different age categories. Participating 
children under the age of 10 years will receive a free gift from of ZSBC. Food and drinks will be available at a 
reasonable price. For further information please contact Mehernosh Kasad at (604)-214-0578.  

Sunday, September 20 2009: Seniors Picnic: Time to be announced later and the venue selected is Deer Lake Park 
in Burnaby. For details please contact Socials Director, Farhad Rouentan (778) 232 4456. 
 
Sunday, September 27 2009: 6:00 p.m.  Darbe Meher: Professional Seminar. Have you considered studying or 
working in health care or legal fields? If yes, come and attend this seminar presented by our own members. We will 
discuss the career and educational aspects of health and law professions at the university and college level. At the 
college level we will discuss dental assistant, medical/dental office administrator, pharmacy assistant, paralegal etc. 
We will discuss different fields and give you the necessary guidance. At the university level we will discuss 
admission to dental, pharmacy, medical and law school.  Find out how the application process works and how you 
should improve your application. This is an open seminar and no preregistration is required.  
Guest Speakers Include; Rashin Mandegarian: Pharmacist, Nahid Mehraein: Medical Doctor, Mehraban Poulad: 
Dental Student, Vistal Pourbahrami: Lawyer. Should you have any further question please contact Dr. Houman 
Abtin. 
 
Saturday, October 3, 2009: 7:00 p.m.—Mehrgan /Zarathushti Unity Day Potluck. Further details about the 
entertainment will be provided later. 
 
Sunday, October 4, 2009: 11.00 a.m.—Death Anniversary of the late Arbab Rustam Guiv: Prayers followed by 
refreshments. Event organized by the Trustees of the Arbab Rustam Guiv Trust. 
 
Sunday, October 11, 2009: 11.00 a.m.—Death Anniversary of the late Mr. Jamshed K. Pavri: Prayers followed 
by refreshments. 
 
Saturday October 24, 2009 : 7.00 p.m. — Abangan function. Details to follow via emails.  
 
Indoor Sports: Will be held in November dates to be announced via email and the Telephone Committee 
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN FARSI.  
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