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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

On behalf of the ZSBC Board of Directors I would like to wish all Zoroastrians 
NouRooz Mubarak. May the New Year ring in peace, prosperity, and good health 
to everyone.      

The literal translation of the word NouRooz is New Day—a day that brings with it 
hope for a year of many good things to follow. This is a time to say goodbye to the 
past year and herald in new beginnings and wish for everything good. NouRooz is 
celebrated on the first day of spring (estimated this year to start on Friday, 
03:44:30 AM, 20 March 2009). It is a time of rebirth which is reason enough for 
joy and celebration. After a harsh and dark winter we are now headed for brighter 
and longer days filled with the best nature has to offer.  NouRooz is celebrated 
nationally by many countries, Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Turkey, Uzbekistan, 
Pakistan, Georgia, Iraq, Tajikistan, Syria, Armenia, and India and by Zoroastrians 
in isolated pockets in other countries. Celebrants look forward to this day of family 
reunions and visitations bearing gifts. ZSBC Has planned to celebrate both 
NouRooz and Asho Zarathustra’s Birthday on Saturday 28 March 2009 Grand 
Ballroom of the Coast Plaza Hotel in Downtown Vancouver. We look forward to 
seeing many of you there. Meet and greet, make new friends, and above all enjoy 
the entertainment planned and share in the music and dancing. 

The phrase “Parsi thy name is charity” is familiar to Zoroastrians from India and Pakistan 
but is really applicable to any Zoroastrian’s day-to-day life as we are a community that has 
been known for its giving ways. This NouRooz please think of giving back to the 
community—this can be done by donations in cash or kind or by giving your time to a 
worthy cause, or simply in these difficult times by passing on job leads for the many 
people within our community looking for employment. Your acts of kindness and 
thoughtfulness will buy good karma all around. 

Happy New Year and May Ahura Mazda bless you all. 

Kashmira Suraliwalla,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

THE ZSBC Board of Directors takes this 
Opportunity to wish all their Members a 

NouRooz Mubarak. 
 

Start of spring and 1st day of NouRooz (Saal Tahveel) 
At 03:44:30am on March 20th 2009. 
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MEMBERSHIP FEES:   
 
ZSBC’s 2009 membership fees are now due (for Fiscal Year March 21, 2009 March 20, 2010). 
 
Family: Husband and wife, including children under 18 ………………………………….. $50  
Senior (65 years and over) ………………………………………………………………….$15  
Full time student …………………………………………………………………………....$15  
Individuals (18 years and over, even those living with parents) …………………………...$25  
 
A society can function only to the extent that it is supported by its members. The Directors urge you to pay your 
membership fees for the year 2009-2010, which are now due. Fees can be paid by cash or cheque made payable to 
ZSBC. Cheque may be sent to the Darbe Mehr, in an envelope marked for the attention of the Treasurer.  
 
List of Donors From December 1, 2008 to Feburary 28, 2009 
 
Hathidaru, Parizad.......................................$31.   
Engineer, Soonoo and Rukshana…….……$50.  
Anonymous..................................................$99.   
Tata, Bella....................................................$101. 
Oshidary, Babak & Parvin...........................$300.    
Ginwalla, Niloufer Z....................................$301.  
Oshidary, Namdar & Parichehr....................$500.   
Oshidary, Azita.............................................$1,000.  
Kavoosi, Rostam & Delaram........................$5,000.   
Doctor, Eric and Prochee ………………….Dart Board  
Dholloo, Neville & Kaynaaz……………….Carrom Powder.  
 
WEDDING: 
  
Danny Nanavaty,  son of Feroze and Kamal Nanavaty, to Satvir Minhas, daughter of Ajit and Balwinder Minhas, 
on January 2, 2009 in Nanaimo 
 
CONGRATULATIONS:  
 
To Nekzad and Roxan Shroff on the birth of their daughter Sanaya Shroff on December 15, 2008, in Vancouver, 
B.C. 

CONDOLENCES: 
 
COOMY CANTEENWALLA , 81 years, passed away on Wednesday, January 7, 2009, in Burnaby, British 
Columbia.  She is survived by her brother Homi Italia (wife Koomi), sons, Marezban (wife  Bakhtawar), Aspy (wife 
Anita),daughter Kashmira Dastur (husband Khushrav), grandchildren Zubin (wife Ushtavaityi), Pervez (wife 
Alison), Cyrus (wife Amanda), Percy (wife Katie), Jimmy, Burgess and Narius. 
 
Paridokht Ardeshir Tirandazi , 77 years, wife of late Khodadad Bonshahi, mother of Manijeh, Mehraban and 
Homa Bonshahi, mother-in-law of Fariborz Rahnamoon, Shahin Mehri and Goshtasbpour Mehri. passed away on 
January 4, 2009 in Yazd. 
 
Dhunjishaw A. Kapadia,  76 years, passed away on January 4, 2009 in Mumbai, India.  He is survived by his 
wife Jeroo, son Sharook (wife Yasmin) and granddaughter Benafsha. 
 
Hilla P. Vesuna, 82 years, passed away on  December 27, 2008 in Mumbai, India.  She is survived by her 
husband Peshotan, sons Captain Sorab (wife Jasmine) of Delta, B.C., and Kerman (wife Jasmine), daughter 
Bakhtawar Dady Deboo and grandchildren Danesh, Varun, Hutan, Kayhan, Kamal, Nazchehr, Aryanish, Rukshaar 
and Zeenia. 
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EMAIL DATABASE UPDATE  
 
Most of you are aware that ZSBC has an email database. ZSBC now conveys all important information about 
upcoming events, etc. to our members via this format. To add/change or delete your email information to our 
database directly, please visit below mentioned link: 
http://www.zsbc.org/phplist/?p=subscribe&id=1 or contact Jessi Partovi with any changes jpartovi@shaw.ca. 
Or  secretary@zsbc.com we have received some complaints from members that they have not been receiving 
ZSBC emails. We apologize for the inconvenience and request all Email subscribers to please add 
webmaster@zsbc.org or Jessi Partovi’s email to their contact list to receive emails from ZSBC consistently.  
ZSBC is also in the process to introduce a Calendar link from the ZSBC website where community members 
can now go to see all the new upcoming events schedules. We thank you for your cooperation. 
 
ZOROASTRIAN YOUTH OF B.C (ZYBC) NEWS :  

As you have been informed through the previous ZSBC email, the ZYBC election was held on December 14, 2008. 
and the following were elected as members of ZYBC’s board of directors:                                                                                       

President: Bahman Sotoodian                                                                                                                                        
Secretary: Shahriar Khosraviani                                                                                                                                   
Treasurer: Shahin Shaidaei                                                                                                                                                          

The new ZYBC board of directors will allocate their time and effort in organizing memorable events for our youth. 
In order to be able to achieve our goals, we would need your support. We would like to ask the youth, aged from 
13-35 to send their full name and contact information, their email address and phone number to us. We will 
establish an email group which will be used as a means for informing our youth regarding our future activities.  
Please send your contact information to: info@zyouth.org or kindly register your email address in our website: 
http://www.zyouth.org 

Advertising Rates in the ZSBC Newsletter                                                                       
(All advertisements in black and white only)                                                                                      
Business card size ad in one issue $30                                                                                     
Quarter page size ad in one issue $40                                                                                              
Half page ad in one issue $60                                                                                                              
Full page ad in one issue $100                                                                                                       
To sponsor an issue and get recognition: $300  

 
Education/ Avesta Classes 
Avesta Class Dates are: 
Sundays of March 8th 2009; April 19th 2009; May 3rd and 24th 2009; and June 14th 2009.  
All Classes begin at 11am and end around 1pm. 
 
Avesta Classes are held twice a month under the guidance of our professional teachers, Shiraz Italia in English and 
by Khorshid Rashidi in Farsi While the classes are conducted in English the parents accompanying their children 
are also treated to a session of Yoga by Farah Shroff. After the English classes lunch is provided to all, voluntarily 
by 2 families of children. After lunch the Farsi classes continue. All children are taught in a fun filled environment 
with games galore. Thanks to Benafsha Kapadia for her time and helping our teachers.� Our education director 
Houman Abtin, believes the future of our community belongs to our children, and is determined to make Sunday 
classes as fun and educational as possible with the help of our volunteers. 
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PAST EVENTS in Vancouver and around the World. 
 
Sadeh Event  

                                                                                                                                                                 
Sadeh was celebrated on January 31st at the Darb-e-Mehr. A large crowd attended the event which included prayers 
by children led by Mrs. Dolatbanoo Azarshahri, as well as entertaining segments performed by Mr. Shapoor 
Mehrabani and Mrs. Dolatbanoo Azarshahri. Dr. Pourandokht Rostamian delivered a speech on the background and 
significance of Sadeh. We would like to sincerely thank them all for their contributions. We would also like to thank 
Mrs. Homa Ashtari who did a wonderful job hosting the event. Following the entertainment, dinner was served 
followed by music and dancing.

 

Movie and Sushi Nights 

The Zoroastrian Youth of British Columbia has been actively involved in organizing various events for our youth. 
During the past month, we had held successful movie and sushi nights which various people 
participated. Currently, we are gathering at Darbe_Mehr for every other week at 8:00 p.m. on Fridays for a 
memorable night. The sole purpose of our events is to encourage diverse members of our community ranging from 
13-35 to attend our events, mingle with their friends, find new friends and strengthen our religious ties with each 
other. As we mentioned previously in our email which was sent through ZSBC, we require 
assistance and support. We have asked individuals to visit the www.zyouth.org <http://www.zyouth.org/ to learn 
more about our future events and register their email address so they can be updated regarding our future plans. We 
also would like to thank ZSBC’s broad of directors for supporting and encouraging us in our mission. Hope to see 
more people considering coming to our events and enjoying being with their fellow Zoroastrians. 
 
Sleepover for Children: 
 
It was a treat all children were waiting for anxiously. It was a fun filled night for children who came to the sleepover 
that was organized by the Sunday Avesta Classes. All children were treated to pizza for dinner and a movie, but the 
highlight of the evening was Bobby the Clown who enthralled one and all with his magic tricks. The highlight being 
when he pulled out a rabbit out of the hat. The kids then had breakfast the next morning graciously prepared by the 
parents. It was indeed a night the children will remember for a long time. Kudos to all involved for making this 
event a tremendous success. 
 
 

Group initiation ceremony (Sedreh Pooshi-Navjot) in Moscow, Russia  

By blessing of Ahura Mazda, for the second time a group initiation ceremony was held in Moscow Russia on 
Sunday 14th of December 2008. New behdins from Iran and Russia (Native Russians) attended the ceremony to join 
the Zarthusthi religion. An Iranian mobbed performed the ceremony. 

Anjuman-e Bozorg Bazgasht (and Zarathushthrian Association of Norway) in cooperation with Zarthushtis of 
Moscow organized a spiritual program for a group initiation ceremony and Zarthushtrian  marriage ceremonies 
(Gavah – Grihan) for two couples of new Russian Behdins in Moscow. 

On 15th of December our Honorable Mobed and members of Anjuman-e Bozorg Bazasht attended a religious 
dialogue which was organized by University of Moscow. The 1st Mobed gave a lecture about Gathas in the 
Department of Philosophy and Religion. His speech was translated into the Russian Language from Persian by Prof. 
Vladimir B. Ivanov who is the head of the Department at the University of Moscow. 

For more information and to read the report in Persian please visit: 

http://www.bozorgbazgasht.com/russia2.html  
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PICS to start the year right. 
Sadeh Function  
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Avesta Classes      
 

                             
 
   A typical day at the Sunday Avesta Classes                  Children showing their thanks to their Teachers

For More Pictures and info 
please visit our Website: 

www.zsbc.org 
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Zoroastrian Youth of North America
IN ASSOCIATION WITH FEZANA
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The 12th North American Zoroastrian Youth Congress

Presents

��@-��(�����-�������,��2��A��B

 
This is for information purposes only and ZSBC will be in no way held responsible for this event. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:   
All events are at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby – unless otherwise 
specified. Apart from the events listed below, which are subject to change due to unforeseen 
circumstances, the Darbe Mehr will be kept open by a group of our members, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
on Vrahraum Eezad (Verahram Rooz) which falls on:  
Wednesday March 4th, 2009 Friday April 3rd; Sunday, May 3rd (from 11am – 2:00pm); Tuesday, June 2nd.  
 
The Darbe Mehr will be kept open from 11:00am to 1:00 pm on Sundays when religious & Farsi classes 
will be held. Schedule of these classes are as follows: Sundays of March 8th; April 19th; May 3rd and 24th; 
and June 14th.  
 
Friday March 20th, 2009: Start of Spring and 1st day of NouRooz (Saal Tahveel) at 0:3:44:30am 
 
Saturday March 21st 10:30am to 1:00pm: NouRooz Prayers and Get Together.   
Amou NouRooz will also come to give gifts that parents have brought, wrapped and placed their 
children’s name on the package.  
 
Wednesday March 25th 7:00pm to 9:00pm: Asho Zarathushtra's Birthday. Darbe Mehr will be kept 
open for prayers and get-together.  
 
Saturday, March 28th 2009, 6:30 p.m. to midnight: 
 

NOUROOZ AND ASHO ZARATHUSHTRA'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIO N 
Venue: The Coast Plaza Hotel & Suites 1763 Comox Street (corner of Denman & Comox) 

Vancouver (604)688-7711 
Date: Saturday, March 28th ,2009 

Time: 6:30pm until Midnight 
 

Tickets will go on sale from March 1st, to 21st, only. Seating is limited and tickets are sold on a "1st come, 
1st served" basis. All Tickets and Payments are to be settled on or before March 21st, 2009. Absolutely no 
tickets will be sold or payments collected at the event.  
Bar: Cash Bar [Credit card accepted only to pay for full bottle at the table.]  

 
Ticket Sellers: North Shore: Farrokh Namdaran: (604)926-9733  
Burnaby/Downtown/Surrey: Sharook Kapadia: (604)439-3066  

Richmond/White Rock: Dinaz Mizan: (604)270-4077 
                             Burnaby and surrounding areas: Houman Abtin: (604) 568 9828  

 
Ticket Prices: Adults (including Youth 11 years and older): $ 35.00 (Members) 

$ 50.00 (Non Members) 
Children/Youth  (3 - 10 yrs): $ 15.00 (Members) $ 20.00 (Non Members) 

Kids under 3: Free 
 

Program Schedule: [subject to change] 
6:30 – 7:45 pm: Get together and socializing 

7.45 – 7.50 pm: Welcome Speech by President 
7.50 – 8:30 pm: Entertainment 

8:30 – 9:30 pm: Buffet Dinner & Dessert 
9:30 –9.40 pm: Door Prizes and Raffle Draw. 
9.40 pm -Midnight: Dance the Night Away 

 
Saturday May 9th, 2009 at 7:00pm: Birth Anniversary of Arbab Rustam Giuv at Darbe Mehr and 
this event is sponsored by the trust in Vancouver. 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS IN FARSI  
 
 


