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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Since our last newsletter, I am happy to report that your Board has been working full-tilt at 
organizing community events while also looking after the day-to-day operations of the 
Society. 
 
Two successful events were the Seniors Picnic which we hope more elders will come out 
and enjoy the next time around, and the Abangan function at the Darbe Meher with over 
100 Zoroastrians present for fun-filled evening. 
 
The directors and organizers of events work very hard and commit a lot of time and effort 
in organizing events for ZSBC, and membership’s best repayment for their efforts is by 
their attendance. It is a great way to network, make new friends at little or no cost, and 
meet other community members. 
 
Please check your e-mail regularly to take advantage of events that are scheduled after the 
newsletter has been mailed out. Community members are getting active and showing a lot 
of initiative in organizing events at the Darbe Mehr, and our youth have shown great 
interest in getting together and reviving their activities. Elections for ZYBC are scheduled 
for early 2009 and members will be informed as soon as a date has been confirmed. 
Despite election fatigue, we are hoping that many youth will come with their votes and 
nominations.  
 
We are continually updating our member (especially youth) e-mail database and if you 
need to update your address, please contact secretary@zsbc.com. 
 
For your convenience, we are also planning on having an online Calendar of Events up and 
running in the next little while and will let you all know as soon as it goes live. Electronic 
forms for registration at events are next on the list and in this wired age, our aim is to use 
the internet for a lot more communication. 
 
One of the primary purposes of ZSBC is to promote the interests and welfare of 
Zoroastrian residents of British Columbia. This is your Society, and it can only function 
with your help and support. 
 
With the holiday season upon us, on behalf of the Board of Directors, I wish you safe and 
happy times with your loved ones and every good wish for 2009. 

 
 
Kashmira Suraliwalla,  

President 
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Current Board of Directors and their Roles:  
 
Kashmira Suraliwalla   President    604 272 3784 
Farrokh Namdaran   Honarary Treasurer   604 926 9733 
Jessi Partovi    Secretary    604 232 4401 
Mehernosh Kasad   Youth & Sports    604 214 0578 
Farhad Roueintan   Social Events    778 232 4456 
Faramarz Soroushi   Maintenance & Seniors   604 518 0654 
Houman Abtin    Education    604 568 9828 
 
 
 
List of Donors From September 1 to December 1, 2008 
  
Antia,  Adil & Piroja................................$303 
Behramfram, Sam & Khursheed...........   $50 
Oxford Learning Centre.......................... $200 
Namdaran, Farrokh................................  $500 
Reporter, Phiroze.....................................$100 
 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:  
 
1. Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia's (ZSBC) Annual Scholarship Award: 
  
Each year ZSBC provides scholarships to students who have successfully passed their secondary school 
examination with marks of 85% or more, and who meet the other criteria laid down by the ZSBC Scholarship 
Committee members, who are currently: Farrokh Namdaran, Homi Italia, Dinaz Mizan, Fariborz Rahnamoon and 
Bella Tata.   
  
On October 12, 2008, at the death anniversary gathering of the late Jamshed K. Pavri, major founder of ZSBC in 
1968, scholarship awards were presented at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr in Burnaby, B.C., by Dinaz Mizan, 
Farrokh Namdaran and Bella Tata, to Arzan Bomanbehram and Aurash Yazdgerdian.  Our heartfelt congratulations 
to both these young gentlemen who will go on to pursue their post-secondary studies.  Parents are requested to 
encourage their children to put in their scholarship applications next year when the announcement is made.  
Application form can be found at www.zsbc.org. 
 

2. FEZANA Scholarship Award: 

This year Miss Shabnam Rostamirad of North Vancouver was awarded the FEZANA Scholarship in the amount of 
US$3,000 which was presented to her, on behalf of FEZANA Scholarship Committee, by Farrokh Namdaran on 
Sunday October 12th, 2008. She was also given an official certificate in the category of "ALL ROUND 
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT". 
ZSBC congratulates Shabnam's achievements and voluntary services she has been offering to our Zarathushti 
community in Vancouver.   
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ZOROASTRIAN STUDY  CLASSES  
This year the Zoroastrian Study classes continue to be popular. There are many returning children that are excited to 
learn as well as some eager new faces. The children have been divided into two groups this year. One group caters 
to the older, returning students, and the other to our new and excited young ones. The older ones will be diving 
deeper into our wonderful religion by beginning to learn about our history. The younger ones will focus on 
introduction to our religion. Under the guidance of Shiraz Italia (English Classes) and Khorshid Rashidi (Farsi 
Classes) and with the help of dedicated volunteers, Mehernaz Buzorg, Nazneen Parakh, Benafsha Kapadia and 
Farrah Shroff volunteering her time teaching yoga to the parents who bring their children to the Avesta classes. Our 
new Education Director Houman Abtin, promises this year to be filled with fun and educational excitement.  
 
EMAIL DATABASE UPDATE  
Most of you are aware that ZSBC has an email database. ZSBC now conveys all important information about 
upcoming events, etc. to our members via this format. To add/change or delete your email information to our 
database directly, please visit below mentioned link: 
http://www.zsbc.org/phplist/?p=subscribe&id=1 or contact Jessi Partovi with any changes jpartovi@shaw.ca. 
Or secretary@zsbc.com we have received some complaints from members that they have not been receiving 
ZSBC emails. We apologize for the inconvenience and request all Email subscribers to please add 
webmaster@zsbc.org or Jessi Partovi’s email to their contact list to receive emails from ZSBC consistently. We 
thank you for your cooperation. 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
Family: Husband and wife, including children under 18 …………………………………..$50 
Senior (65 years and over) …………………………………………………………………   $15 
Full time student …………………………………………………………………………...     $15 
Individuals (18 years and over, even those living with parents) ………………………….$25 
 
Some of our members have still not paid their membership fees for the current year 2008/09 which was due on 
March 21, 2008. You can pay fees by cash, or cheque. You may also contact any of the Directors, on any issue 
relating to our Society and convey your views to them. 
 
Advertising Rates in the ZSBC Newsletter 

(All advertisements in black and white only) 

Business card size ad in one issue $30  

Quarter page size ad in one issue $40  

Half page ad in one issue $60  

Full page ad in one issue $100  

To sponsor an issue and get recognition: $300  

CONDOLENCES:  

Sareh Parekh, 92 years, passed away in Mumbai, India, on September 3, 2008.  She is survived by her daughters, 
Hootoxi Shroff, Roshni Farrokhi Bengali and grandchildren Tushna, Percy, Zulaika and Zoish  
Gool Reporter, 77 years, passed away at Burnaby General Hospital on September 18, 2008. She is survived by 
husband Phiroze, children Viraf and Cyrus, and Brother Jehangir Panthaky. 
Sam Parekh, 77 years old, passed away in Mysore, India on October 23, 2008.  He is survived by his wife Silloo, 
daughter Binaifer son in law Hormazd, son Pourasp, daughter-in-law Havovi, and grandson Huzaane. 
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PAST EVENTS 
 
Sports Day:  
About 80 community members showed up at Mahon Park to participate in the annual Sport Days held under sunny 
skies at Mahon Park, North Vancouver.  Particularly gratifying was to see a lot of Farsi speaking families who came 
down with their children.  Games began at 11.00 a.m. and went on till 5.00 p.m. in the evening with prize 
distribution.  All children under 10 years were given free gifts courtesy of ZSBC and its very generous sponsors just 
for participating in various events. 
The competition this year was so fierce that four athletes had to share the trophy of “Outstanding Athlete of the 
Year”.  The four athletes are:- 
YOHAN IRANI, SHAVIR BOMANBEHRAM, SAROSH PITHAWALA, FRIYANA PITHAWALA.Lunch was 
sold at a very reasonable price consisting of Pizzas, chips, pop, water, juices, falooda and chick pea masala. Our 
President Kashmira Suraliwalla gave a brief speech and distributed prizes to deserving athletes. 
THANKS TO: 
1.  Hutooxi & Jehangir Shroff for children’s gifts and donation.  
2.  Khursheed & Sam Behramfram for gifts. 
3.  Hufrish & Mernoz Shastri for gifts. 
4.  Shirin & Yazdi Khapoliwala for gifts. 
5.  Dinaz & Behramsha Mizan in organizing and printing of Certificates. 
6.  Jasmine Vesuna for making falooda. 
7.  Volunteers in games: Mernoz Pithawalla, Shahrukh Bomanbehram, Sorab Vesuna, Niloofer & Firdos Balsara, 
Yohan Irani. 
8.  Neville Dhollo for being our official Photographer.     
 
Seniors Picnic:  
Sunday 28th September 2008 a bright Sunny day at the Garry Point, Steveston - Richmond was the venue for the 
seniors’ picnic. A total of 33 seniors attended the picnic and we had Naria the guest speaker who graciously 
volunteered her time to give a 20 minute fun and educational insight in to how one can prevent Memory loss and 
alzhermiers. The picnic started at 11 am and went on till around 4pm. A delicious lunch was served comprising of 
Biryani, Dal, ice cream and gulab jamuns.  Cakes were then served with Tea later in the afternoon. All seniors who 
attended were also asked to play games like “pass the pillow” and music was organised for their entertainment. 
Seniors also went for a walk along the trail with the volunteers who had come forward to offer their time and 
services. The seniors were also able to see the Electoral candidates who were present at the Steveston market to 
make their speeches just prior to the elections. 
 
Indoor Sports:  
On a wet rainy day about 35 people attended the indoor sports.  There were many “first timers” in this tournament 
including a new Darts champion and a new Table tennis Men’s and Women’s champion.  Before the games began 
everybody observed a minute’s silence for “Remembrance Day”. 
Newcomer Cyrus Jokhi visiting us from Poona, India created the biggest upset of the tournament when he defeated 
defending champion Mehernosh Kasad in the semi-finals of the Men’s Table Tennis tournament.  He then went on 
to defeat Rumi Mistry in the finals to take the Men’s Singles title.  Another thrilling match was between Jersis Irani 
and Rumi Mistry which Rumi Mistry clinched in a three set thriller. 
In the Women’s Table Tennis finals Ava Irani defeated Behroze Mistry in straight games to take the women’s 
title.There was heavy competition in the “Darts” tournament with very few points separating competitors.  In the 
end Percy Bhagat clinched the title with Faramarz Amjadi taking second place. 
Lunch was served to all participants at a nominal price consisting of Flying Wedge Pizzas, chips, pop and spiced 
tea.  Due to shortage of time the Table Tennis Mixed Doubles could not be carried out.  Due to lack of participants 
the backgammon event had to be cancelled. 
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Following are the results:- 
MEN’S SINGLES:     WOMEN’S SINGLES: 
WINNER:   CYRUS JOKHI              WINNER:  AVA IRANI 
RUNNER-UP:   RUMI MISTRY             RUNNER-UP:  BEHROZE MISTRY 
CARROM SINGLES: 
WINNER:   RUMI MISTRY 
RUNNER-UP:   YAZDI KHAPOLIWALA 
CARROM DOUBLES: 
WINNER:   RUMI MISTRY & MERNOZ SHASTRI 
RUNNER-UP:   SHAROOK KAPADIA & CYRUS JOKHI 
DARTS: 
WINNER:   PERCY BHAGAT 
RUNNER-UP:   FARAMARZ AMJADI 
ZSBC would like to thank the following for their contribution:-  
1.  Veera & Dara Irani for gifts. 
2.  Farida & Sharukh Raghina for gifts. 
3.  Behroze & Rumi Mistry for gifts and use of their Carrom Board. 
4.  Prochi & Eric Doctor for gifts and use of their Dart Board. 
5.  Meher & Percy Bhagat for pizzas at discounted rate. 
6.  Yasmin & Sharook Kapadia for gifts and general assistance in organizing the events. 
7.  Yazdi Khapoliwala for doing the draws and use of Carrom Board. 
8.  Zain Mavalwalla for helping set up darts. 
9.  Dinaz & Jessi Partovi for use of their Carrom and Dart Boards. 
10. Kaynaaz & Neville Dholoo for use of their Carrom Board. 
 
Education/ Avesta Classes 
Avesta Class Dates are: 
Sunday December 7th, 2008 
Sunday January 11th and 25th, 2009 
Sunday February 8th and 22nd, 2009 
Sunday March 8th, 2009  
All Classes begin at 11 am and end around 2 pm. 
�

Professional Seminar held on September 21st, 1:00 pm at Darbe Mehr  
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Presentation by Firdosh Mehta: ZSBC was extremely fortunate to have Firdosh Mehta, the past 
President of FEZANA, visit Vancouver and talk to our kids during the Zoroastrian Study class on Sunday, 
November 23rd 2008. Shiraz Italia organized the morning interaction and the children were completely absorbed by 
what Firdosh had to tell them about our religion. Houman Abtin, ZSBC's Education Director, organized the 
program for the youth and adults in the afternoon, during which a very interesting PowerPoint presentation on 
Zoroastrianism was made by Firdosh. There was a lot of interaction during and at the end of the presentation, and 
much valuable information was derived from the information imparted. Firdosh was accompanied by his wife, 
Rashna, and daughter, Sherezade, and our thanks go to him and the family for being in our midst. 
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The Year in PICS. 
Seniors Picnic Sept 2008 
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Indoor  Sports Day 
 

           
 
 

          

For More Pictures and info 
please visit our Website: 

www.zsbc.org 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
All events at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr, 6900 Halifax Street, Burnaby – unless otherwise 
specified.  
Apart from the events listed below, which are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances, the 
Darbe Mehr will be kept open by a group of our members, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Vrahraum 
Eezad (Verahram Rooz) which falls on Thursday, Dec 4; Saturday, Jan 3 (from 11 – 2:00 pm); Monday, 
Feb 2; and Wednesday, March 4. 
The Darbe Mehr will be kept open on Sundays when religious & Farsi classes will be held. Schedule of 
these classes are as follows: 
Sundays of Dec 7th 2008, January 11th and 25th 2009, February 8th and 22nd 2009 and March 8th 2009 
 
Sunday Dec. 14th 2008, 11:00 a.m. – ZYC Elections: at the Arbab Rustam Guiv Darbe Mehr 

Thursday, Dec. 25, 2008, 12:00 p.m. – Death Anniversary of Asho Zarathushtra: Prayers 
followed by refreshments. 

Sunday, January 4, 2009, 11:00 a.m. – Death Anniversary of Madame Morvarid Guiv: 
Prayers followed by refreshments. (Function organized by the Trustees of the Arbab Rustam 
Guiv Trust, (Vancouver) 
 
Saturday, January 31, 2009, 7.00 p.m. – Jashne Sadeh: One of the great Persian Feast Potluck 
party. Please bring enough food for your family and also share with others. 
 
Saturday, March 28, 2009, 6:00 p.m. to midnight NouRooz Celebration: Please mark your 
calendar for the NouRooz Celebration. Further details will follow later through emails. 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ZSBC would like to wish all 
Community Members 

 
 

Happy Holidays and  
 

A 
 

Happy and Prosperous 2009. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN FARSI.  
 
 


