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NEWSLETTER
THE ZOROASTRIAN SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUN

PRESI DENT6S MESSAGE

ZSBC completed 40 glorious years since its inception on February 22, 1968 by
Late Jamshed Khurshedji Pavri. Back then in 1968 there were about 20
Zarathusti families, now we have almost 500+ families in BC. We must all salute
thevision and courage of this wonderful soul. He has left a legacy so great that
hopefully for many years to come Zarathustis in BC will enjoy the benevolence
of this organization.

On February 24, 2008, ZSBC marked this milestone with a Jashan ceremony
performed by the youngest Mobed in BdbedArzan BalsaraMobedAdil

Antia andMobedFirdos Balsara. History was created by more thén 2
Zarathustis who attended thdgent.Piroja Amrolia and Alayar Dabestani gave
wonderful insight on those great oldydavhen ZSBC was initiated. Delicious
lunch sponsored by various community members was served. | thank all
volunteers who supported ZSBC to make this big event a great success.

NouRooz is coming soon. The Board of directors joins me in wishing you, y
family and friends NouRooz Mubarak. ZSBC is hosting NouRooz celebration on
Saturday, March 29, 2008 and | look forward to seeing you all that evening. (For
details see page Lome celebrate NouRooz with your family and friends.

Year 2007 rolled outith great harmony. Most ZSBC events were very
successful and well attended by community patrons. All this was not possible
without the dedication, support and sacrifice from volunteers. | take this
opportunity to thank each and everyone for their spfrvolunteering. Keep it up

and keep supporting. | would appreciate if more and more youth came forward to
volunteer Remember, every littlact canmake a difference.

In December 2007, our youth Narius Dastur, Vista Pourbahrami and Susan
Kaboly repesented ZSBC at the 4th World Zoroastrian Youth Congress (WZYC)
in Ballarat, Australia. You all know that ZSBC will be hosting the 5th WZYC in
2011. We really applaud all three youth for their effort, especially Narius Dastur
for preparing the preseni@a and reporting back to the Board of Directors. Once
again this is a big event and will urge all community youth to support our youth
committee in whichever way possible towards their goal of bringing the World
Zoroastrian youth to showcase our bealtfty, Vancouver.

Let NouRooz bringn the spirit of youth in everyone.

Sharook Kapadia
President


http://www.zsbc.org/

NOUROOZ AND ASHO ZARATHUSHTRA'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
(ZSBC's 40th Anniversary)

Venue: TheCoast Plaza Hotel & Suites
1763Comox Street (corner ofdhman & Comox)
Vancouver (604)688711

Date: Saturday, March 22008
Time: 6:30pm until Midnight

Tickets will go onsale from March %to 20" only.
Seating is limited and tickets are sold on a "1st come, 1st served" basis
All Tickets and Paymentre to be settled on or before March 25th, 2008
Absolutely no tickets will be sold or payments collectthe event

Bar: CasiBar[Credit card accepted only to pay for full bottle at the thble

Ticket Sellers:
North Shore: Farrokh Namdaran: (60268733
Burnaby/Downtown/Surrey: Sharook Kapadia: (604)3886
Richmond/White Rock: Dinaz Mizan: (604)24077

Ticket Prices:
Adults (including Youth 11 years and older): $ 40.00 (Members$ 55.00 (Non Members)
Children/Youth(3 - 10 yrs): $ 2000 (Members)$ 25.00 (Non Members)
Kids under 3: Free

Program Schedule: [subject to change]
6:301 7:45pm: Get together argbcializing
7.451 7.50pm: Welcome Speech B®resident
7.507 8:00pm: Entertainment
8.0071 8:30pm: Presentation of\ppreciation Awards
8:301 9:30pm: Buffet Dinner& Dessert
9:30719.40pm: Door Prizes
9.40pm -Midnight: Dance the Night Away

ZSBC informs all patrons not to drink and drive. ZSBC assumes no responsibility for individuals drinking and
driving. Please haw a designated driver amongst yourselves to reach home safely.

All Photographs taken at the function will be the sole propergSBC. ZSBC reserves the right to print the same

in it's Newsletter as well as upload themitswebsite.

MEMBERSHIP FEES:

Famil y: Husband and wif e, including 8$0Bil dren unde
Senior (65 years and over) ¢éééeéeéeéecééeéeeéeéeeéecée
Full time student ééeéécééeéécéécéecécéécéecéeceéc.

I ndi viduals (18 years and over, e&¥één.tl$@be | i ving

Membership Fees Are Due For 20089.

ZSBC6s fiscal year is for the period March 21 to
only to the extent that it is supported by its members. The Directors urge you to pay your membership

fees for the year 2068009, which are now due. Fees, can be paid by cash, or cheques made payable to

the ZSBC. Cheques may be sent to the Darbe Mehr, in an envelope marked for attention of the Treasurer.
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ZOROASTRIANS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 2008 DIRECTORY

Marking the occasion of #0Anniversary of ZSBC's formation, Directoasebringing outthe new 2008
Directoryfor distribution at NouRooz functions, March 20th and 29th. The directory is published every
two yearsan March. We will be including the lateshformation which is available to us of those
Zarathushtis who reside in British Columbia.

If you have an émail address which has not been communicated to ZSBC or changed since last issue,
please contaddither Yasmin Kapadia at (604)43966 or by e il yasminkapadia@hotmail.comor
Farrokh Namdaran at (604)92633 namdaran@telus.net before March 5 toeflectanychanges.

ZSBC's" Members in Good Standifgthose who have paid their 2008 membership, fedlsreceive a
copy of the directory freeone per family The cost of a quy for NonePaid Members or any additional
copy required by anyone $. Please not®irectorywill notbe mailed out, but a copyould be
available for pickup by paidmembers during any event heltiourDarbe Mehr from ZSBC's
HonoraryTreasurer, Farrokh Namdaran.

CONGRATULATIONS

The Board of Directors of the Zoroastrian Society of British Columbia congratulates Dr. Mehraba
Shahrvinifor receiving an honouramyegree of Doctor of Philosophy in Zarathushtrian Studies" in
October of 2007 from Spenta University Mexico.

CONDOLENCES

Villy Dadinatha, 76years, wife of Minoo Dadinatha, mother of Zarir (wife Zarrin,CoquitlB@) and
Zersis, grandmother of Anaita, in Mumbai on November 27, 2007.

Mahyar Pourbahrami, 88 years, husband of Homayoun, father of Esfandiafe Mahvash (West
Vancouver, B.C.), Shahriar (U.S.), Narges (U.S.), Paridokht (Tehran), grandfather oY/iGtiéyand
Vandad Pourbahrami, in Tehran on December 15, 2007.

Aflatoon Kabolizadeh, 90 years, husband of Mehrbai, father of Farhad (wife Corinne), Mahshid
(husbandambiz Kaboli), Mahvash (husbaijan Kaboli) and Farshid (wife Parisa), grandfather of
Shirin, Sheila, Arash and Mitra, in West Vancouver, on December 21, 2007.

Tehmina Ganjia, 94 years,mother of Armaity Tehmton Hathidaru (Richmond, B.@nhjpigrandmother
of Parizad passed away in Pune on January 7, 2008.

Parvin Sarvian, 84 years wife of the late Hormozdyar Pirouzmand, mother of Parvindokht (Houshang)
Mehin, grandmother of Nazanin, Afshin and RarMehin of North Vancouer,on Thursday February 7,
2008.

Khodadad Kadkhoda, 82 years, husband of Katayoun, father of Parisa and Parvimgprof Rostam
and Sohrab Kadkhoda of West Vancouver and DolaPamiyash in Tehran on February 15th, 2008.

BIRTH

Phil and Karl, twin boys, born t&Zubin and Aimy Daruwala, on February 3, 2008 in Vancouver, B.C.
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THE 9™ WORLD ZOROASTRIAN CONGRESS:

The9th World Zoroastrialongresss scheduled to be held Dubaiin the winter of 2009. For more
information and applying for the Zarathushtiouth LeadershipEnhancementProgram” please go to:
WWW.WZooNgress.org

TOWER OF SILENCE

The following is extracted frominformal religious meetings newslettB8th September 1989 16th
October 1989. Editor: Virasp Mehta, Parsi Colony, Karachi, Pakistan

The Origins of the use of the wordBOWER OF SILENCE' By: ShamsUl-Ulama Dr. Sir Ervad Jivanji
Jamshedji Modi(18541933) (Asiatic Papers IIl) The tem "Tower of Silence", used inriglish for
"DOKHMA" was first used by one Mr. Robert Zavier Murphy, of the Bombay Gazette Press, in 1932.

When Mr. Frami Cowasji built one Dokhma in Bombay, he asked Mr. Murphy to print cards in English
as a gereral invitation to Europeans and otherZwwoastrians to come and gée round building he had
built for the disposal of the dead, of his communitywas forthis reason that Mr. Murphy coined the
words"Tower of Silence".

Mr. Murphy was an Oriental scholar, and was well versed in Oriental literagpeciallyPersian.In
Persian the word "KHAMUSH" is for silence. This word KHAMUSHilso figuratively use for the

0 d e, ardl éhere are hundreds of examples of its use in Persian literAture the word TOWER', it is
natural that the structure being round, the word 'w e onée steutk Mr. Murphy as an appropriate word.

So, it seems that the Persisard KHAMUSH meaning SILENCEs well as the DEAD, suggested to
Mr. Murphy the phrase TOWER OF SILENCE".

PAST EVENTS

New Year 0s MdhdagDed34,2007y The day to ring out the old and bring in the New. ZSBC
community members gathered at thedRside Banquet Hall at River Road Richmond to celebrate the

New Yearb6s Eve. After a welcome speech by Sharook
Participation in entertaining games gave away prizes to Freddy Irani, Farzana Unwalla, Yezdi Daruvalla,
Yazdi Khopliwala, and Yohan Irani. For th& time Karaoke was organized. It was an instant hit with

good music and videos being projected on a 1000 s
KaraokeSingers:Mahnaz Gheibi (for singing a Persisong), Mahzad Irani (for singing a love song

dedicated to her husband Freddy). Other Karaoke singers were Benafsha Kapadia, Nazneen Kasad, Yohan
Irani, Khurezad Surty, Dinaz Partovi, Khurshid Behramfram, Kashmira Suraliwala and Armaity

Hathidaru.

A speciathanks to the following without whom this function would not have been a success it was:
1 Homi ltalia: coordinating Banquet Arrangements
1 Behramsha MizanBartending
1 Sam BehramframGifts and Equipment

All the guests danced to the beats of D& J Mukie DJ for the night. At the stroke of midnight
Champagne was served to all guests courtesy ZSBC and the evening finally wound up at 1:00am with the
guest still demanding more.


http://www.wzcongress.org/

Z S B C06'S ANNOVERSARY CELEBRATION: A report by Binaifer Dolasa

On Sumlay, February 24, 2008, theastrian Society of British Columbia (ZSBC) proudly celebrated
its 40" Anniversaryat the Darbélehr, Burnaby. Ahura Mada heartilygraced this milestone occasion
with glorious sunshinecoupled with pleasant sprisige weather,making this historic day very
memorabldor the Zoroastrian community at larg®ur DarbeMehr adorned aadiantlook, decorated
with elegantgarlandat our entrance dogoeautiful flowers, colourful ballens tealightsandvibrant
Rangoli to welome one and all. Around’3 enthusiastic Zoroastrian community members; including
seniors, adults, youttkids and infantattended tls momentous eventA gazebavas set upight outside
the prayer hall (with a propane heater installed) to accommaltlatier guests comfortablyA tea and
coffee counter was arranged to help our guests stay warm. Sandalwood sticks were also available for the
convenience of our guest$ables and chairs were organizedhe program hall and gardena manner
such thaeveryonecould spread oummingle arounénd enjoy the outdoor gloor stayindoors.

Promptly at 11:00 am, three mobeds performed a beajaisiudn ceremonylobedAdil Antia, Mobed
Firdosh Balsara andlobed Arzan Firdosh Balsara. Our 12 yearyadng member, Arzan is the newest
and youngest aMbded group 2SBEpooudl SoBgtafs #\fl@an and his parents Niloofer
and Firdosh Balsara for their hanebrk and commitment towards this accomplishmetSBC also looks
forward t o tAndassistahce overjaphproceremonies organized in future.

Our President, Sharook Kapadia invitdds. Piroj Amrolia andVir. Alayar Dabestant wo of ZSBCO6 s
esteemed members for over 35 ydarsnsightfulspeeches surrodnii ng ZSBC&s hi story an
estabishment. ZSBQ@vas officially registered 40 years ago on February 22, 1968. Members of three
families namely Mr. and Mrs. Homi Engineer, Mr. and Mrs. Jamshed Pavri and Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Confectioner worked zealously to keep the flame of our small faith.alfhey worked towards forming

a body that could look after the social and religious needs of the future generation. Today, our growing
Zoroastrian community in BC has inherited a very rich legacy passed on by these pioneers, for which we
should be veryproud of. A word of encouragement was extended to the new and younger generation to
come forward and get more involved in activities associated with our Zoroastrian community, set up
committees, take up voluntary work and help those less fortunatewayisve could play a noble role

in spreading the good name of our community and contribute to this beautiful country we are so blessed

to live in. Shabnam Rostamiradur young and talented youtid a wonderful jobn collecting generous
donations fronour guests

Many volunteers genprepat §ds ps masmit e their Sontdoot@rds e s
towar ds cel eb"Aanivérsary. THeS Bo@ifined effdits in putting together a delicious
menu for 275 attendees is indeed creditiathunch comprised of mango and veggie pickle, tortillas,
yogurt, salad, rice, dal, grilled chicken and potatoes, accompanied with-matetiing sweets namely
maledo, ravo and fruits. Scrupulous arrangements were made to ensure a smooth movement of our
guests. A stellar group of youth-oodinated the flow of food with a team of volunteer servers to and
from the kitchen taking good care that all the dishes were sizzling hot.

The extensive preparations, meticulous planning, dedication anavbakdf all the Board of Directors,
their supportive spouses, youth and volunteers along with contributions by way of ideas and suggestions
from our community members all deserve mighty applauds!

Z S B C 6 'S ANND/ERSARY HISTORIC CELEBRATION WAS EVIDENTLY AHU GE
SUCCESS THANKS TO THEIR COMMITMENT, CO -ORDINATED EFFORTS AND THEIR
SPIRIT OF GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY.



Z S B €40 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AT DARBE MEHR
- :

Mobed Adil Antia, Mobed Firdos Balsara and Members attending the Jashan Ceremony in
Mobed Arzan Balsara performing Jashan Ceremony. Darbe Mehr Prayer Hall.

Speech by Piroj Anrolia Alayar Dabestani giving speech with
President Sharook Kapadia in the background.

Seniors enjoying the sun and fun. Volunteers serving sumptuous lunch.



